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Human nature being what it is, there 

is still always a temptation for those 
in power to think they are above the 
law. For instance, in the famous Frost 
interviews after he resigned the Presi-
dency over the Watergate scandal, 
Richard Nixon was asked about the 
legal limits of what a President can do. 
Nixon answered: ‘‘If the President does 
it, that means it’s not illegal.’’ 

He could not have been more wrong 
from the standpoint of the U.S. Con-
stitution and the fundamental prin-
ciples on which it is founded, going all 
the way back to the Magna Carta. Still 
the danger does not just come from 
megalomaniacs and others who seek to 
use power for their own purposes. 
Those entrusted with power who would 
act outside the law, even when they 
think it is good for their people as they 
see it, end up eroding the bulwark of 
liberty that is the rule of law. Ever 
since the Progressive Era, there has 
been a powerful school of thought that 
our system of divided and limited gov-
ernment is somehow inefficient, that 
we should have evolved beyond the 
need for limits on governmental power, 
and that power concentrated in the 
right hands can be used to help people. 

This is a temptation for every Presi-
dent and one I fear the current Presi-
dent is particularly susceptible to. In 
fact, modern Presidents have tools at 
their disposal that go far beyond any-
thing envisioned by the Framers of the 
Constitution. The Constitution says 
that the role of the President is not to 
write laws, but to ‘‘take care that the 
laws be faithfully executed.’’ 

We now have a massive administra-
tive state made up of departments and 
agencies to which Congress has dele-
gated enormous power and that make 
regulations with the force of law. 
Moreover, these agencies have the 
power to enforce their own regulations 
and the primary role in interpreting 
their regulation in individual cases. 
Thus, they exercise legislative, execu-
tive, and judicial power all in the one. 

But this concentration of power in 
executive branch agencies creates a 
strong temptation for Presidents to use 
it to implement their agenda irrespec-
tive of Congress or the law of the land. 
I have been very critical of President 
Obama for a number of actions that I 
think exceed his legal authority, from 
using the Clean Water Act to try to 
regulate land use decisions in virtually 
every county in our country to forcing 
States to adopt his preferred education 
policies in order to get funding and 
waivers to granting a massive amnesty 
from our immigration laws, which even 
he previously admitted he did not have 
the legal authority to do. 

I think these are bad policies. But 
even those who see these as short-term 
policy victories should be very wary of 
the long-term consequences of any-
thing that erodes our tradition of re-
spect for the rule of law. 

Now, as I finish, it took 800 years to 
build up, and once it is eroded it will 
not be easy to restore. It is vital that 

Presidents exercise restraint out of re-
spect for the rule of law. 

Congress should also work to reclaim 
much of the power it has delegated to 
the executive branch in order to reduce 
the temptation and the opportunity for 
abuse of executive power. It is not just 
up to elected officials. Our ancient tra-
dition of the rule of law draws its au-
thority from the fact that generations 
have demanded that their leaders ad-
here to the rule of law. As such, this 
800th anniversary of the Magna Carta 
is an occasion for Americans to remem-
ber our heritage and to rededicate our-
selves to this bedrock of liberty, the 
rule of law. 

I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from Ohio. 
f 

SUMMER FOOD SERVICE PROGRAM 

Mr. BROWN. Mr. President, for most 
children around the country the school 
year has ended and the summer has 
begun. Some 700,000 children in Ohio, 
my home State, during the school year 
receive free or reduced-price school 
lunches on an average day—some 
700,000 children. Those children might 
not have access to a nutritious meal 
when school cafeterias close for the 
summer. 

Summer break should not mean a 
break from good nutrition. That is 
where the Summer Food Service Pro-
gram steps in. The U.S. Department of 
Agriculture works with State depart-
ments of education to ensure that 
every child has sufficient, adequate, 
nutritious food to keep growing and 
learning after the final school bell 
rings. This year in Ohio there will be 
1,500 Summer Food Service Program 
sites across the State. 

Last year these sites served almost 4 
million meals. Last week, I spoke with 
Winnie Brewer, who runs these sites in 
Marion County, OH, in a city about the 
size of Mansfield, near where I grew up. 

According to Winnie, more than one 
in four kids in her county is food inse-
cure. She talked about one of their 
newest volunteers, who came to her in 
tears after watching a 6-year-old boy 
clean the shelves in an SFSP site—a 
feeding site—and then start digging 
through the trash. He was just that 
hungry. That is why the work Winnie 
does and her volunteers do is so impor-
tant. 

Right now, too many families don’t 
know about this critical program. Too 
many families miss out on receiving its 
assistance once school lets out. Winnie 
reports that just 1 in 10 children who 
receive breakfast or lunch during the 
school year comes to summer feeding 
sites. That means that in my State al-
most 700,000 children on any given 
school day will be getting a free or re-
duced-price breakfast or lunch—700,000. 
But during the summer months, only 
about 70,000 of those children get these 
meals or snacks. We need to do all we 
can to raise public awareness of these 
programs so that families know that 

the end of the school year does not 
mean an end to food services for their 
children. 

In Marion, the city I mentioned 
where Winnie runs her program, she 
anticipates she will triple the number 
of meals she serves this year compared 
to 5 years ago. That is because she and 
other community partners have com-
mitted to making this program a suc-
cess. At approved schools, in churches, 
in summer camps, in synagogues, and 
in community centers, pools, and 
recreation centers, volunteers and or-
ganizers are ensuring that children 
have the healthy food they need to suc-
ceed. 

Those sites often offer more than just 
healthy meals. They provide summer 
enrichment activities for kids. We 
know that low-income children whose 
parents typically have less education, 
in the months from school closing in 
late May or early June until school re-
turns in late August or early Sep-
tember, tend to fall back on their edu-
cation. In districts such as that where 
the parents have less education, less 
ability or know-how to read to the 
children, to take them on field trips 
that might make their minds more ac-
tive, we know those children start 
every fall having to catch up just to 
get back to where they were in the 
spring. 

That is one of the beauties of the 
summer feeding program. So you are 
not just giving these children nutri-
tious meals, but you are also giving 
these children library activities and 
sports activities and other kinds of or-
ganized activities at churches, at com-
munity centers, at schools, and at li-
braries that can matter. The sites in 
Marion County partner with the YMCA 
to offer exercise. They run a literacy 
program that provides free books to 
kids at feeding sites. Getting a new 
book can turn a child on and get that 
child more excited about reading. 

Earlier this month, I was in Youngs-
town—a city in northeast Ohio—to get 
the word out about the summer food 
and feeding program. I met with Mark 
Samuel, who operates a site at the 
West Side Community Center and a 
couple dozen other sites in Mahoning 
Valley. I also met with Retha Austin, 
who has children and grandchildren in 
the program, and now she is working a 
few hours a week as a paid worker to 
help get this program up and running. 

Families need to know about these 
sites and the dedicated folks like 
Mark, Winnie, and Retha who run 
them. Summer break shouldn’t mean a 
break from good nutrition. 

I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from Connecticut. 
f 

MILITARY JUSTICE IMPROVEMENT 
ACT 

Mr. BLUMENTHAL. Mr. President, 
tomorrow we will vote on a very impor-
tant amendment to the National De-
fense Authorization Act, the Military 
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